genetics. The effects of contraceptive tablets receive adequate cover in the section on hormones and the menstrual cycle. There is a final chapter on normal labour and delivery, since many students at the stage at which they are studying embryology may not have witnessed a normal delivery.
The book is clearly written, well illustrated with numerous diagrams and clear photographs and has a strong clinical bias. It will certainly prove a useful addition to the textbooks available to clinical students in this field.
HAROLD ELLIS
Essentials of Immunology by Benjamin Lee Gordon I MD PhD FACA 2nd edn pp xii+380 illustrated £3.25 Philadelphia: FA Davis 1974 Bristol: John Wright Here is another book of basic immunology. The presentation is poor and the limited, often unhelpful (e.g. p 234) and muddled (p 252), figures are paralleled by poor selection (methods of delineation of protein primary structure has no place in such a book) and arrangement (the Paul-Bunnell test in the chapter on Tissue Transplantation) of material. Many lessons are learnt from an extensive account of immunodeficiency, using unaccepted nomenclature, in which all problems are omitted or deniede.g. the low IgA of thymectomized animals, and the normal B cell numbers in most immunoglobulin deficiency. In the section on neonatal immunity, response and responsiveness are not distinguished. This book does not stand comparison with the present best (is the similarity of title a coincidence ?). J F SOOTHILL Gross Pathology -A colour atlas by R C Curran and E L Jones pp 147 illustrated £8.75 Aylesbury: HM + M Plublishers 1974 A penny buys little nowadays. Yet here are 762 coloured illustrations of gross morbid anatomical specimens, most of them photographically superb, set out by anatomical systems and accompanied by short descriptive and informative legendsl-all for about lp each. While the inclusion of scales of length throughout would have been useful, relatively few figures are seriously diminished by their absence. It is precisely because the visual bargain is such a good one that certain imperfections of text and captions obtrude: there is evidence of undue haste in proof-reading; an occasional legend could be more happily phrased; and rare instances persist of potentially misleading old-fashioned nomenclature ('myomalacia cordis' for ruptured myocardial infarct, 'carcinomatous lymphangitis' for carcinomatous permeation of lymphatics, and 'cystosarcoma phylloides' used alongside the preferred 'giant fibro-adenoma'). Not all would agree that infarction is found in 25% of adenomatous prostates; or that ankylosing spondylitis is merely rheumatoid arthritis of unusual anatomical distribution. However, the excellence of the whole outweighs these blemishes. There is a full index.
Mastery of morbid anatomy is essential for the undergraduate clinical student, for whom this book is primarily designed. It is, of course, best learned in the post-mortem room in the context of the patient and his illness. But students who may lack a sufficiency of such teaching, and are perhaps also without a good museum of pathology, will find this book valuable. Those in the developing countries, for instance, come at once to mind. It is to be hoped that an early reprinting will allow the necessary small amount of revision.
Skin Diseases in the Elderly
A comprehensive account of clinical geriatric dermatology by Julian Verbov MD MRCP pp ix+226 illustrated £4.40 London: William Heinemann Medical 1975 Dermatological disease is common in people of all ages and the title of this monograph stimulates thought regarding the age distribution of various skin diseases. Most common diseases are present in individuals of any age, but peaks related to age are seen in the incidence of a particular condition. So few skin diseases are seen only in the elderly that a textbook about them would be of little value, and when the diseases covered by the present text are reviewed it is soon appreciated that the title should be 'A short textbook of dermatology with emphasis on skin diseases in the elderly'. While solar elastosis, stasis ulcers, skin malignancy and pemphigoid are especially seen in geriatric dermatology, one wonders how commonly erythema *nodosum, erythema induratum (Bazin) granuloma annulare, pemphigus vulgaris and acne vulgaris are seen by the geriatrician.
The text, which is easy to read, has been carefully and clearly written. It is informative, concise and up to date. Very few references are quoted, though this does not necessarily detract from the way in which the information is presented. Most of the illustrations are in monochrome and of reasonably good quality, but some, such as senile lentigo, lupus pernio, prereticulotic poikiloderma and erythema ab igne, lack definition or do not show the skin disease in closeup and add nothing to the description of the disease in the text. The paper is of good quality
